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IMU (Imugene) is developing B Cell peptide vaccines for immunotherapy. Its clinical-stage vaccine, 
now entering Phase 1b/2, is HER-Vaxx, for the treatment of gastric cancer.

Breaking News!
Imugene Receives approval from the Research Ethics Review Board from the 
Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai University of Thailand to start the process for site 
activation for the Phase 1b/2 study of its HER-Vaxx immuno-oncology therapy 
in gastric cancer. With this committee’s approval, we can now commence the 
necessary steps towards activating this site for the start of patient enrolment!

This follows Institutional Review Boards approvals from Taipei Veterans General 
Hospital (Taiwan) and University of Hong Kong for HER-Vaxx Phase Ib/2 Study in 
Gastric Cancer.

Hello again from all of us here at Imugene 
headquarters! As you can imagine, we’re 
all rather excited about the approval 
given by the Thai, Taipei and Hong 
Kong Institutional Review Boards for 
us to proceed with our research and 
development of a treatment for gastric 
cancer. 

Our phase 1b lead-in trial will be with 
eighteen patients and is designed to be 
in combination with chemotherapy. 

I believe combination trials are the 
latest and most interesting form of 
immunotherapy under application 
and consideration by all the main 
pharmaceutical and biotech companies.

We think Imugene will be in the 
foreground of some exciting 
combinations in the near future. Our 
planned phase 2 trial will have around 70 
patients from cancer research centres 
in Asia with half the patients being 
randomized into the combination with 
chemotherapy.

We are well placed to take our research 
to the next level and tap into this 

enormous and unmet need throughout all 
of Asia.

Commenting on the decision, Hong Kong 
University’s Dr. Yau said, 

“ In Asia, Her2 positive gastric cancer 
represents a considerable area 
of unmet medical need, not just 
because of disease incidence but also 
due to cost and availability issues 
surrounding the Her2 monoclonal 
antibody drugs.”   

“ I welcome the opportunity to bring 
this new immuno-oncology therapy to 
Her2 gastric patients in Hong Kong.” 

As Dr. Yau indicated in his comments, 
gastric cancer has been overlooked in 
mainstream research within the Asian 
region and we are poised to assist those 
in need, obtain instrumental data and 
also take advantage of the enormous 
market potential for such a drug.

You will recall our newsletter back in 
April whereby we walked you through 
the complexities and scientific evaluation 



Places to be – People to see! 

This past June, Imugene representatives 
attended the American Society of Clinical 
Oncology (ASCO); roughly up to 30,000 
oncologist and industry representatives were 
in attendance.  Ursula Wiedermann, our 
Chief Scientific Officer, Axel Hoos, our Non-
Executive Director and Leslie Chong, our 
Chief Operating Officer were in attendance. 

Bioshares Biotech Summit 2016 
was held from July 28-30, 2016. Our 
Executive Chairman, Paul Hopper 
and I attended and I delivered an 
address as Chief Operating Officer 
of a microcap company. A good 

proportion of the attendees were potential investors and I outlined the 
company’s commercial potential for these investors as well as addressing 
industry delegates.

This is a well-attended and professional gathering of executives from all 
sectors of the health care and biotech sectors and is an excellent forum 
for interaction and promotion of the company’s potential.

“I have also been invited to be on a panel for an event titled “Women in 
Pharmaceuticals and Medical Products and Solutions Leadership Summit 
2016” located in Sydney. This will be on November 15, 2016.” 

Ursula Wiedermann, M.D., PhD, MSc 
will be attending and presenting at the 
International Congress of Immunology (ICI) 
21-26 August 2016.

As Imugene’s Chief Scientific Officer and 
principal investigator for the preclinical 
development of HER-Vaxx Professor 
Ursula Wiedermann will present at a 
luncheon held in Melbourne, Australia on August 23rd.  She will be joined  
by Chief Operating Officer Leslie Chong and Chief Technology Officer  
Dr Nick Ede. 

Imugene will also attend the European Society of Medical Oncology in 
Asia on December 16-19, 2016.

of our B Cell based vaccines in the 
field of immuno-oncology and how 
we believe our third-generation 
agents can and will augment and 
even possibly either supplant or be 
synergistic with current monoclonal 
technologies. 

In this brief note I will not overwhelm 
you on the science as you can get 
updates in that regard from our 
website.  We are truly pleased with 
our pace of development as we work 
with our partners at The Medical 
University of Vienna to discover 
and develop mimotope-based 
immunotherapies.  

Following are a few new points of 
interest for you and some photos and 
biographies of our team. 

We truly appreciate your confidence 
in us. Your investment is not a 
secondary consideration.

As always I look forward to hearing 
from you if you have any questions as 
to our stewardship of your company.

The “B” Factor! 
The field of 
cancer research 
is without doubt 
the fastest 
growing sector 
of the healthcare 
industry and the 
leading edge 

of that sector is immuno-oncology. 
Until recently this field has been led 
by research and treatment defined 
as anti-PD-1 checkpoint inhibitors. 
These are monoclonal antibodies. 
Trail blazers such as Keytruda and 
Opdivo are now approved drugs 
available to all. At a cost.

However, hot on their heels is the 
next generation B Cell based peptide 
vaccines. That’s where we’re going. 
Like any new kid on the block, we 
have to prove our mettle and that is 
happening as we speak.  
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1.“Breast Cancer Vaccines Moving Forward at a Fast Clip” ASCO Post April 10, 2016

The best way to explain what we see 
as the next generation of immuno-
oncology treatments is to give you a 
comparison between B cell peptide 
vaccines and T cell peptide vaccines 
currently in development.

Let’s first refresh what we know. B 
Cells are the main players of the 
body’s immune response system. 
They generate antibodies that target 
cancerous cells. HER-Vaxx is our 
lead B Cell peptide vaccine. It’s an 
immunotherapeutic cancer fighting 
agent that wakes up the immune 
system to join in the fight against the 
cancerous receptors.

Roche Pharmaceuticals has two 
monoclonal antibodies available, 
Herceptin and Perjeta. They target 
what is known as Her 2 receptors that 
block the growth signals that trigger 
new cancer cell growth. Now, here’s 
where it gets interesting. They bind 
to one particular site (epitope) on the 
cancerous receptor.

Her-Vaxx however generates 
antibodies to “three,” separate  
regions of the cancerous receptor.

By doing this we link the three B Cell 
peptides into a single peptide antigen 
that elicits a specific and protective 
immune response. This is a distinct 
advantage and we believe keeps us 
apace to current results showing from 
the available treatments of Herceptin 
and Perjeta. 

As our Phase 2 trials open up we expect 
this synergy to continue as we work 
towards bringing Her-Vaxx to market.

The reality of scientific achievement in 
the field of oncology is not only what 
can be achieved and made available 
to the wider community, it’s also very 
much a practical issue. How much will 
it cost? What are the variables in the 
question of cost?

We could analyse such for you but far 
better to get third party advocacy.

Dr. Elizabeth Mittendorf, the associate 
professor of surgical oncology at the 
world renowned MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in Texas, recently commented, 
“Peptide vaccines have the benefit 
of being easy to construct and 
manufacture on a large scale, they’re 
inexpensive and very importantly they 
are ‘off the shelf,’ therapy.”1

“  Both types of vaccines produce 
a lasting immune response to 
inhibit tumour recurrence. We 
believe ours has a longer memory 
advantage within the immune 
system and helps patients remain 
in remission.”

The following points are a broadbrush 
indication of the merits of our B 
cell peptide vaccine approach as 
compared to T cell peptide vaccine 
strategies.  

A lower number of vaccinations 
possibly be required.

The B Cell antibodies produced can 
have a direct response against the 
tumour but also recruit helper T cells 
to join the battle. 

Our new vaccine technology is twenty 
times more powerful than when first 
trialled.

“  There are no HLA restrictions. 
Unlike certain T-Cell peptide 
vaccines, there is no need for HLA 
typing, limiting their vaccines to 
a certain category of patients, 
whereas B Cell epitopes don’t have 
this determination and can work 
with a greater number of patients.”

Within the technology we are currently 
driving is a very robust IP with patents 
out to potentially 2036.

Our internationally acclaimed expert 
(and our director) in the field, Dr. 
Axel Hoos, succinctly sums up 
the situation, “the next wave of 
therapies can be summarised as third 
generation agents that result from the 
broad expansion of immuno-oncology 
across multiple mechanisms and 
modalities and this generation may 
well be the most competitive yet.” 

The future awaits and the B Cell 
modulating therapies will take on a 
new meaning!
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“Our Home and Away Team.”

We are fortunate to have an engine 
room of scientists, all at the top of 
their games, to work with us and 
develop the Imugene contribution to 
the field of cancer research. I have 19 
years experience in leading clinical 
developments of oncology and I lead 
our research and development efforts 
here in Melbourne. 

I’d like to give you a snapshot of 
some of the scientists we are proud 
to call our own. You will appreciate 
that these indeed are just indications 
of their achievements and prowess 
and full backgrounds are available on 
our website.

Dr. Axel Hoos is an internationally 
acclaimed scientist known for his 
work in the early days of immuno-
oncological research. He is still at 
the sharp end of the field. He directs 
clinical and translational research on 
the molecular mechanisms of cancer 
and their tumour-host interactions 
with a focus on the new combination 
therapies on the immuno-oncology 
front. He lives and works in The 
United States but is a regular visitor 
to our shores and contributor to our 
efforts to bring Imugene technology 
to the world.

Professor 
Ursula 
Wiedermann 
is a prominent 
academic and 
professor of 
vaccinology at 
The Medical 
University of 
Vienna. She is 
also a visiting 
professor at 
The University 
of Goteburg in 
Sweden. She 
is our principal 
investigator 
and CSO. A 
member of 
the Supreme 

Board of Health and chairman of The 
National Committee of Immunisation 
Practice for Austrian Ministry of 
Health, she resides in Vienna.

Doctor Nick Ede is our Chief 
Technology Officer, based at our 
Melbourne headquarters. He has 
over 25 years of experience in drug 
discovery and peptide vaccine 
research. He was a founding 
Research Fellow with the CRC for 
Vaccine Technology before moving 
to Chiron Mimotopes. Over 15 
distinguished years he rose in the 
ranks to CSO and finally CEO of the 
peptide company Mimotopes Pty Ltd.  
He has published over fifty scientific 
papers and patents.   

   

Dr. Anthony Good (Clinical Program 
Manager) and Dr. Nick Ede contemplating 
clinical strategy

Professor Christoph Zielinski was 
once described as the Godfather 
of European oncology research. An 
apt description. He is director of 
The Clinical Division of Oncology 
and chairman of The Department of 
Medicine at The Medical University of 
Vienna in Austria. He’s also president 
of The Central European Co-operative 
Oncology Group. His reputation 
and ability has led to the publication 
of more than four hundred original 
research papers and reviews in peer 
level journals.

Dr. Yelena Janjigian is an oncologist at 
The Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Centre, the oldest and largest private 
cancer centre in The United States 
and is a principal investigator on a 

number of clinical trials therein. She is 
a valued member of our team and is 
in regular contact with our Australian 
base of operations. She lives in New 
York.

Dr. Neil Segal also works as an 
oncologist at the Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Centre. His specific 
focus is the immune system and 
how it can be activated to produce 
antibodies (similar to our own 
approach with Her-Vaxx) that will 
join the fight to combat cancerous 
cells. He lives in New York but was 
educated in South Africa. 

These are just some of the team 
responsible for keeping the Imugene 
engine room firing on all cylinders.

It would be remiss of me not to 
mention our executive chairman, Paul 
Hopper. He has led the company 
since day one. His experience and 
leadership crosses many borders in 
international public company markets 
but his passion is for start-ups in 
the life sciences, biotechnology and 
medical and healthcare services 
sector.

He has recently returned to his home 
base in Sydney after a ten year stint 
in Southern California, he is equally 
comfortable transacting business on 
our behalf in Melbourne, New York or 
London.

Warmest, 

Leslie Chong, Chief Operating Officer
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Want to Know More?Board and Management

Mr Paul Hopper  
Executive Chairman 

Leslie Chong  
Chief Operating Officer

Dr. Axel Hoos 
Non-Executive Director 

Mr Charles Walker  
Non-Executive Director 

Anton Uvarov, PhD 
Non-Executive Director 

Professor Ursula Wiedermann 
Chief Scientific Officer

Nicholas Ede, PhD 
Chief Technology Officer  

For Further Information

Leslie Chong  
Tel: +61 458 040 433  
Email: Leslie.Chong@imugene.com 

Mr Paul Hopper  
Tel: +61 406 671 515  
Email: receptogen@earthlink.net 

Imugene Limited 
Suite 1, 1233 High Street  
Armadale, VIC 3143 Australia 
www.imugene.com 
Forward Looking Statement
Any forward looking statements in this newsletter have 
been prepared on the basis of a number of assumptions 
which may prove incorrect and the current intentions, 
plans, expectations and beliefs about future events are 
subject to risks, uncertainties and other factors, many of 
which are outside Imugene Limited’s control. Important 
factors that could cause actual results to differ materially 
from any assumptions or expectations expressed or 
implied in this brochure include known and unknown 
risks. As actual results may differ materially to any 
assumptions made in this brochure, you are urged to 
view any forward looking statements contained in this 
brochure with caution. This presentation should not be 
relied on as a recommendation or forecast by Imugene 
Limited, and should not be construed as either an offer 
to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy or sell shares in 
any jurisdiction.

For more information on Imugene and how HER-Vaxx works please watch the corporate 
video. It is available via the Imugene website home page www.imugene.com or at  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZk0hCBDwss

Imugene AGM

We encourage the attendance of shareholders to the company AGM on:

Date:  2nd of November, 2016 

Time: 10:00am

For more information contact:

Leslie Chong  
Tel: +61 458 040 433  
Email: Leslie.Chong@imugene.com 

Imugene Facts

Listings  
Australian Securities Exchange (ASX) 

Stock code  
ASX: IMU 

Market capitalisation (22 August 2016)  
A$13.86 Million

Share Price  
A$0.008 (22 August 2016)

http://www.imugene.com 
http://www.imugene.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZk0hCBDwss

